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To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives 

in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their country.  That 

their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant 

source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge 

loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and itôs 

Constitution.  

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, 

we shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for the mu-

tual benefit and enjoyment.  Our common heritage as Subma-

riners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.  We support a 

strong U.S. Submarine Force. The organization will engage in 

various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual 

remembrance of those shipmates who have given the supreme 

sacrifice.  

The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it 

comes in contact with about the services our submarine brothers 

performed and how their sacrifices made possible the freedom 

and lifestyle we enjoy today.ò 

Our Creed Table of Contents 

Base Website (The Gertrude Check): www.gertrude -

check.org     
 

Base Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-
Base-USSVI/295687423906027 

 

USSVI Website  https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp 

http://www.gertrude-check.org
http://www.gertrude-check.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp


2  

Vol. 22 Issue 4 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    OctûNovûDec 2018 

 

Western District 4  Com-

mander: Jim DeMott 

360.895.0547     

jedemott@hotmail.com  

 

Base Commander:  

Steve Corcoran 

360.471.2704    

stephenjcorcoran@ 

gmail.com  

 

Vice Commander/Ways and 

Means: Don Carpenter 

360.908.3134    

drcarp683@msn.com 

 

Past Commander:  

Jim DeMott 

360.895.0547     

jedemott@hotmail.com  

 

Chief of the Boat:  

Wayne Peterson 

360.265.0266     

bronc4life@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary/Scholarship 

Chairman:  

Wayne Sieckowski 

360.362.2064     

wsieckowski@gmail,com 

 

Treasurer/Membership 

Chairman: Dennis Nardone 

360.830.5843    

ussvibrembase@hotmail.com 

 

Chaplain: Fred Borgmann 

360.337.2978     

office@ussvi.org 

 

Storekeeper:  

Ralph  W. Harris 

360.876.0830     

rwharris@wavecable.com 

 

 

Holland Club Chairman: 

Dick Litscher 

360.373.1838    

 nolitch@comcast.net 

 

Bonefish Manager/

NWCPOA Rep:  

Sam Swenson 

360.275.3638     

sswenson@ tscnet.com    

 

Base Webmaster: Don 

ñRedò Bassler 

360.602.0250     

up-scope@wavecable.com 

 

Newsletter Editor/

Facebook: Dave Pittman 

360.536.0916    

drpittman@wavecable.com 

 

Historian: Bob Paul 

360.692.0165    

bobpaul98312@hotmail.com 
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¶ As you read through the Puget Soundings (PS), hover your ñmouseò over links (and photos) for additional reading and, at 

times, videos and maps. 

¶ Remember, I continually take articles and photos from members for possible use in the PS. Please understand, however, not 

all input may be used. Dutch Kaiser continues to be one of my best contributors besides  E-Board and Appointed Officers. 

¶ http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html is a great source for archived material. 

¶ The PS is one-fourth of how the Base keeps the membership informed of base functions; please also use the Gertrude Check, 

Facebook,  and the Commanderôs emails to keep current..  

¶ We are back on-line for  printed copies of the PS using My 

Printing Services https://www.myprintingservices.com/ and  

Olympic Presort http://olympicpresort.com/  

 

                         Ainôt No Slack in Fast Attack 

The Editorôs Desk 

 

 

 

by Sean Dupre TM2/SS/DV - USS Spadefish SSN-668  

 

Every submariner has experienced "angles and dangles" in 

preparation for patrol. There was always a forgotten cup of 

bug juice crashing to the floor or a locker door flying open.  

During one deployment, the USS Spadefish's one and only 

QM2/SS "Gumby" McGinn decided to make a joy ride out of 

the angles and dangles exercise. You would have to know 

Gumby, he was a high school wrestling champ from Michigan 

with an 18" neck and a very boisterous personality. He flat-

tened out a cardboard box, sat down in the middle of it and 

wrapped the sides up with his arms. Facing the forward pas-

sageway Gumby waited for the next 30 degree down angle 

and off he went sliding past the head and up to the forward 

compartment hatch.  

He made a return run on the following up angle and by this 

time a small crowd had assembled in the mess decks to cheer 

him on. One more down angle and Gumby was preparing to 

ride out the last up angle back towards the mess decks. By this 

time he had worked out the kinks of the cardboard sled and 

was really picking up speed.  

 

As Gumby entered the mess decks area full steam ahead, the 

Captain had called for a left degree turn in conjunction with 

the up angle and Gumby lost his balance and crashed in to the 

stainless steel cabinets under the bug juice dispensers.  

There happened to be a bent up piece of steel on one of the 

cabinets, which took a chunk of meat out of Gumby's love 

handles. Needless to say, Gumby visited both the corpsman 

and the Captain. What a way to start a patrol!  

Angles, Dangles and Gumby 

Puget Soundings Editor: Dave Pittman  

Cell: 360.536.0916ðLeave a msg 

The Puget Soundings is published quarterly (Feb-May-Aug-Nov)  

Article Submission: drpittman@wavecable.com is due  NLT 01 

Feb 2019  

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=route+66+pin+up&view=detailv2&&id=68AAED53EB001385B0A6DE24DEA51EB137A1F006&selectedIndex=13&ccid=OwRd4lRu&simid=608010182720028722&thid=OIP.M3b045de2546ed059497af231e08d8d78o0&ajaxhist=0
USS%20Spadefish%20SSN-668
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Dace_(SSN-607)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pintado_(SSN-672)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Topeka_(SSN-754)
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Go to page 8  to continue  

2018ðCurrent 

Life Fund: $32, 207.59 

Scholarship Fund: $15,467.63 

General Fund: 25,154.35* 

*Includes SK Account     

Kaps for Kids: $207.15    

Net Worth: $73,036.72 

 

Total Members: 272 

Regular Annual Members:  54 

USSVI Life Members: 192 

Base Life Members: 189 

Holland Club Members: 163 

Annual Associate Members: 7 

Life Associate Members: 5 

Wartime Veterans: 247 

John D. ñBudò Hawk Post 109 Silverdale, WA 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa  
 

Monthly meetingð7:00 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month at All Star 
Lanes in Silverdale. Questions? Send an email to drpittman@wavecable.com  

¶ Allan Wilkins (Skate, James Monroe & Thornback) 

¶ Drake Evans (Tinosa, Sargo) 

¶ Warner "Bud" Anderson (Pickerel,  Bang, Tang, Barbel, 
Sargo, Skate, Alaska) 

Treasurerôs and Base Membership Reportð10/31/2018 

AMERICAN SUBMARINER (USSVI) MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  
 

All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, or 
active duty - it makes no difference. If you are Qualified in Submarines 
we want you in United States Submarine Veterans. Inc. 
 

We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, members of  the elite fighting force of the United 
States Navy.  We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included are submariners from the very early boats: S, R 
or earlier; WWII boats; post-war GUPPY boats and FBM and Fast Attack Submariners. 

Base Storekeeper 
 

 

 

If I don't have it,  I will get  IT !                      

 

Welcome Aboard 

Go to http://gertrude-check.org/shipsstore.htm to order, or  better yet, COME TO A MEETING 

where I lay out my wares and show new products.                                                                                                                             

Submarine Slang 

B.O.H.I.C.A. ï Bend Over Here It Comes Again. Referring to something bad about to happen again or as usual. 

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?webapp=EDMS+webrtn=NETINTRO+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG#legion-org-header

