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Carter Says 'Navigation Error' Led to Iran's Seizure of Navy Boats
Jan 15, 2016 | by Richard Sisk | military.com
 
Defense Secretary Ashton Carter said Thursday a "navigation error" led two small Navy patrol craft off course and resulted in their
seizure by Iran's Revolutionary Guards in the Persian Gulf.

"There was a navigational error of some kind," Carter said. He stopped short of blaming the 10 young sailors in the crew.

The incident occurred Tuesday, just hours before President Barack Obama gave his final State of the Union address and set off a
flurry of high-level diplomatic activity to gain the release of the boats and the sailors on Wednesday.

Carter was careful not to assign initial blame to the sailors, their equipment or their commanders for possibly giving the crews the
wrong navigation plan until the Navy can complete an investigation, which was already underway. However, he said the sailors "were
clearly out of the position they intended to be in."

Carter made the remarks at the headquarters of U.S. Central Command in Tampa, Florida, where he introduced Army Gen. Joseph
Votel, the head of Special Operations Command, as his choice to replace Army Gen. Lloyd Austin as Centcom commander.

"He was my only recommendation to the president to succeed Lloyd," the secretary said of Votel.

Austin, who will be retiring, said he was leaving to Votel a campaign that was making progress against the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria, or ISIS, also known as ISIL. "We are in fact doing what we set out to do," he said.

Iran's seizure of the two 49-foot Riverine Command Boats, and the jarring videos on Iranian media of U.S. sailors made to kneel on
deck in custody, dominated the brief question-and-answer period that followed the introductions of Austin and Votel.

Carter skirted a question on the video showing one of the U.S. sailors apologizing for straying into Iranian waters. White House Press
Secretary Josh Earnest said Obama has seen the videos and "he's obviously interested in learning more about the situation."

"I don't like to see our people being detained by a foreign military," Carter said, but "we don't know the full context. We need to give
these guys the opportunities to tell us what was really going on before we can know. I want to give them the chance to describe what
happened."

The videos also showed the Iranian Revolutionary Guards confiscating the weapons aboard the two patrol craft and lining them up on
deck. Austin interjected that "the gear that they deployed with was largely there when we got the boats back," but the Navy was
conducting an inventory.

Debriefings of the sailors have already begun, Carter said.

"The information that they have given us, and through their commanders, is that they did stray accidentally into Iranian waters due to a
navigation error," he said earlier in an interview with FUSION television's Jorge Ramos which was airing on Spanish-language
Univision.

The Navy and the Pentagon have said that the two boats were en route from Kuwait to Bahrain, headquarters of the Navy's Fifth
Fleet, when they were intercepted by Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps vessels.

The most direct route likely would have kept the two boats close to the western coastline of the Persian Gulf but the two boats were
seized within the three-mile territorial limit of Iran's heavily-guarded Farsi Island in the middle of the Gulf.

It was unclear whether engine trouble aboard one of the boats may have contributed to the navigation error.

"They did not report this navigational error at the time" to commanders, Carter said. "It may be that they were trying to sort it out at the
time they encountered the Iranian boats and discovered they were inside of the territorial waters of Iran."

Carter also dismissed speculation that the two boats may have been on a covert mission to scope out the island. "They were simply
transiting from one place to another," he said. (Get more women onboard!/ed) ^
 
Navy Personnel Chief Confident About Female Submariners 
Audrey McAvoy, The Associated Press, Jan 14

The U.S. Navy's top human resources officer said Thursday he's confident the service will overcome any cultural barriers to fully
integrating women into the submarine force.

Vice Adm. Bill Moran, chief of naval personnel, told reporters he plans to get a firsthand look of how well the process is going when he boards the
USS Mississippi at Pearl Harbor later this week.

The first two women to serve on the Virginia-class submarine arrived last month. The supply officer and submariner are the first women in the
Pacific Fleet and among the first in the Navy to serve on attack submarines.
Asked about traditions in the underwater fleet that may be crude, Moran said he wasn't a submariner himself but he said they were a highly
professional force.
 
f there are cultural aspects of being a submariner that don't comport with professionalism, male and female, then I'm sure they're going to figure out
a way to get rid of those cultural barriers."

Women have been serving on ballistic missile submarines for several years, after the Navy ended a ban on women serving on board submarines in
2010.

But attack submarines are smaller and present different challenges.

The Navy and its contractors have been working on design changes to accommodate mixed-gender crews on submarines, where privacy is scarce
for all, but especially the enlisted sailors. Sailors on the roomiest subs sleep nine to a bunk room, with four showers and seven toilets for the roughly
140 enlisted men. And passageways are so narrow that crew members can barely pass one another without touching. 
The Navy is first bringing female officers, then senior enlisted women on board the submarines to be followed by junior enlisted women.

The first female enlisted sailors selected for the "silent service" began training at submarine school in Connecticut in August.

Moran said his challenge was to ensure enough women are on board the submarines to have them well-represented throughout the ranks from
officer to chief and junior enlisted. Moran has said previously that problems develop if a ship has many junior enlisted females but no senior enlisted
women on board to mentor them.
 
But he said he expects the ranks of female submariners to swell as time passes.

"Once enlisted women get on board submarines and their experiences are positive, that word spreads by social media and other ways and hopefully
that helps inspire other women to want to continue," he said.^
 
HK 121 - General Purpose Machine Gun

Universal Machine Gun. Modular. Reliable. Superior.As the successor of the MG3, The
HK121 opens a new era of universal belt fed 7.62 mm x 51 machine guns. Compared to
others, the gas operated HK121 offers an intelligent and contemporary build standard,
with numerous technical and ergonomic innovations. The mounting interface of the
HK121 is compatible with MG3 mounts and tripods already in service. The universal
HK121 can be used by dismounted infantry in the ground role, as well as for air defence
or as a vehicle mounted/co axial machine gun.
approx. 600/700/800 rounds/min
http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=e29_1352371125
Read more at http://www.liveleak.com/view?
i=e29_1352371125#7skqPSYzEQTgEmy8.99  ^
 

CSS-11 Recognizes Senior Chief for Heroic Actions
Petty Officer 3rd Class Derek A. Harkins, Submarine Squadron 11 Public Affairs, Jan 11

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- Capt. Eugene Doyle, commander, Submarine Squadron 11, awarded Senior Chief Electronics Technician John Montgomery
with the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal Jan. 8 for his proactive actions in a vehicle accident the previous week.

Montgomery, assigned to Submarine Squadron 11, administered CPR to a man who had suffered a heart attack while driving on New Year's Day.

"It's an amazing story, and his actions were very heroic," said Doyle, while addressing the command. "If I were part of that family, I'd be very
appreciative for what he did."

Montgomery witnessed a car crash on the freeway while driving his parents to his home from the airport.

"I immediately pulled over to ensure that the people in the car were not injured or that they did not need any help," said Montgomery.
The driver's wife told Montgomery she believed her husband was experiencing a heart attack. She allowed him to take her children into his vehicle
with his mother to keep them calm. Montgomery and his father then began performing CPR after the driver's wife reported the incident and their
location to a 911 operator.

"My Navy training helped me to stay calm and to handle the situation effectively," said Montgomery.
According to Montgomery, he and his father sustained the procedure for approximately 20 minutes until emergency services arrived. They assisted
the emergency medical technicians transfer the man from the vehicle and assisted the man's family in changing a tire so they could follow the
ambulance to the hospital.

"I feel that we really helped this man and his family," said Montgomery. "I wasn't expecting an award. I think a lot of people at this command
would have stepped up and done the same thing."

Doyle agreed that his Sailor's quick response helped to make a difference. 
"I understand the man is still trying to recover," said Doyle. "But thanks to Senior Chief Montgomery and his father, he has a shot at that." ^
 
Inside the U.S. Navy�s Silent Service
By U.S. Navy � November 3, 2015 | Posted in: Inside the Navy, Undersea
 

For enemies of the United States, the U.S. Navy is a
frightening adversary; but perhaps the most frightening thing
about it is the fact that at any given moment, the Navy�s
submarine force is patrolling the deep, carrying deadly
weapons and skilled crews anywhere they are needed.

The submarine force can operate in any environment, from
the icy seas of the Arctic to the deep oceans of the world. It
can accomplish a variety of missions as well, including long-

range missile attacks, special forces delivery, anti-ship and submarine warfare, and many top secret missions. View Video ^
 
Regional Commander of Submarine Fleet Shares Mission
Isa Baza, KUAM News, Jan 11 

A two-star naval admiral in charge of the US Sub Pacific Fleet is in Guam this week visiting submarines at Naval Base Guam. Rear
Admiral Fritz Roegge is in charge of the US submarine force throughout the entire Pacific Region, and he said, "My domain includes
submariners in the Seattle area, San Diego, obviously Pearl Harbor Hawaii, Yokuska, Japan, and of course, here in Guam, which is
really the front lines of our forward deployed presence."

Rear admiral Roegge is in Guam this meeting with sailors from the island's four homeported attack submarines. Guam received an
additional submarine last year, and last month the military also announced Guam will receive a new home-ported submarine tender,
the USS Emory S. Land, which is being transferred from Diego Garcia. Roegge said beefing up capabilities on island has been in the
works for over a decade, particularly because of Guam's key location close to areas of interest.

"Areas of interest not just to the United States, but to the entire international community," shared the naval officer, "who all have an
interest in ensuring the rules of law and of freedom of the seas are respected."

He said the main role of attack submarines is anti-submarine warfare, explaining, "And then, of course, all of our submarines are
capable of collecting intelligence, of remaining stealthy and undetected, of operating with other forces like Navy SEALs and special
operating forces."

He noted the importance placed in Guam can only grow in the future, adding that different areas in the joint force already see the
benefit of being deployed, and are looking at Guam as a potential site.

During his stay in Guam Rear Admiral Roegge will also be promoting the "Go Guam" initiative, saying, "Because we recognize the
importance of Guam, it's very important for the submarine force to not only have submarines, and supporting organizations here, but to
have the very best submariners."

The initiative aims to encourage sailors from around the world to work in Guam. "This is where the action is, the boats that are here
have a high operating tempo of doing the kinds of missions that submarines have always done and submariners care most about. The
kinds of missions that make a difference to our national security, the kinds of things that we may never be able to explain clearly in an
unclassified manner to our families and loved ones," he said.

He thanked the local community for continued support and hospitality toward sailors and their families. ^
 
S.O.S. for a Declining American Navy
Seth Cropsey | Wall Street Journal
Jan. 6, 2016 7:02 p.m. ET 
Today�s 272-ship fleet isn�t nearly enough. The U.S. needs 350 ships to meet the rising global dangers.
 
Late last week China confirmed that it is building its first aircraft carrier from scratch, adding to a fleet that includes a Russian-made
carrier. The news cast U.S. military policy in a particularly unsettling light: While China�s naval power expands, America has
deliberately reduced its presence on the seas. The Navy�after nearly $1 trillion of Defense Department cuts, in part mandated by the
2011 budget-sequestration deal between Congress and the Obama administration�is already down to 272 ships. That means the
U.S. fleet is less than half its size at the close of the Reagan administration nearly 30 years ago (and down by 13 ships since 2009).

The Navy had intended to increase the fleet to 308 ships, including 12 that will replace the nation�s aging ballistic-missile submarine
deterrent. But in a mid-December memo, Defense Secretary Ash Carter told the Navy to cut the number of ships it plans to build in
favor of placing more-advanced technology aboard the existing fleet.

Secretary Carter�s plan implies that the deterrent effect of a constant U.S. presence in the world is less important than the Navy�s
ability to fight and win wars with the advanced weapons he favors. That assumption is mistaken. We need both the ability to be
present, which demands more ships than we have, and the related power to win a war if deterrence doesn�t work. Even the Navy�s
now-endangered plan for 308 new ships was far below the approximately 350 combat ships needed to achieve this aim.

With danger rising around the world, from the Persian Gulf to the South China Sea, the increasing military and economic threats
cannot be ignored. Here is what an expansion of the Navy to the 350 ships needed to safeguard national security would look like:

� Aircraft carriers. Applying power requires the anti-submarine, anti-surface warfare, surveillance and strike ability of aircraft carriers.
It requires an increase from the congressionally legislated level of 11 aircraft carriers to 16, enough so that we could maintain at least
one carrier strike group in the West Pacific, the Persian Gulf, and return powerful U.S. naval forces to the Mediterranean.

� Supply ships. The ability to shape events on land is linked to the ability to operate independently of it. Supply ships assure this.
The U.S. currently has 29 such vessels but it needs to double the number so that it can provision a larger fleet in the West Pacific and
return to the Mediterranean in strength.

� Submarines. The Pentagon�s annual report last April on Chinese military power predicts that China will have between 69 and 78
submarines by 2020. The U.S. expects to have about 70 submarines in the same year. Yet repairs, maintenance and rotational cycles
mean that only about 25% can be deployed at a time and must be spread around the world.

The U.S. will likely retain its qualitative advantage, but the size and quietness of China�s submarine fleet means that America
needs   Read All ^
 
CRAMPED: What life is like on a Navy submarine
Jeremy Bender Jan 7, 2016, 3:00 AM | Business Insider | Australia
 
With deployments underwater typically running 90 days, life onboard a submarine is anything but normal.
Cramped quarters are the norm, and sailors must have the right technical know-how as well as determination to spend months

underwater at a time.
To even be eligible to be a crewman aboard a
submarine, applicants must pass a series of
gruelling tests, psychological evaluations, and
intensive courses.
Of course, even once qualified, serving aboard
a submarine is not a walk in the park.
See lots of images here  ^
 

 
Boomers...598-726

Old but valid review (Note time lines to complete various
phases)
This 2009 All Hands TV segment looks at the history
of the fleet ballistic missile submarine (SSBN) and its
nuclear deterrence mission.
 
 
 
 

 
Australia Submarine Contract Award in Final Stage
Aiswarya Lakshmi, Marinelink.com, Jan 4

The Australian government has begun its final evaluation of bids from Japan, Germany and France to choose the maker of its next-
generation submarine and is expected to make its decision by the end of June, reports the Japan Times.

The navy's new submarine fleet could reportedly cost taxpayers at least $5 billion less than expected, secret price estimates given to
Defence by three international competitors show.

The confidential bids lodged by Germany, France and Japan offer a much lower cost of building an eight-submarine fleet in Adelaide
than was anticipated, The Australian newspaper reported on Saturday.
 
Each of the three bidders for the submarine contract � Germany�s TKMS, France�s DCNS and the Japanese government � has
refused to disclose publicly their final estimated costs of building the new fleet.

The savings are in the range of $10bn to $12bn, when it was previously expected the project would cost about $20bn, based on a 12-
boat fleet.

If the government decides to build 12 submarines instead of eight, the bidders estimate the cost will reach about $15bn - a potential
$5bn saving.

The Australian government wants the largest and most sophisticated conventional submarine ever built, a 4000-plus tonne boat with a
US combat system and the ability to fire cruise missiles and deploy special forces.

Australia plans to construct 8 to 12 new submarines in a project worth 20 billion Australian dollars. Including long-term maintenance
expenses, the total cost is seen ballooning to about AU$50 billion.

The Prime Minister and Defence Minister Marise Payne have delayed the release of the white paper until the first quarter of next year
and have left open the prospect of revising the contents of the blueprint, including the size of the submarine fleet.  ^
 
Submarine Skipper Fired After Buoy Strike In Georgia
David Larter, Navy Times, Jan 4

A submarine navigation mishap and grounding in November has cost the sub's commanding officer his job.
The guided missile submarine Georgia struck a buoy while returning to its home port of Kings Bay, Georgia, on Nov. 25 and then ran
aground. Capt. Dave Adams, CO of the Georgia's Blue crew, was relieved by Rear Adm. Randy Crites, the head of Submarine Group
10.

Crites removed Adams "due to a loss of confidence in his ability to command based on the facts and circumstances revealed in a
command investigation in the Nov. 25 incident in which Georgia was returning to port, struck a channel buoy and then grounded,"
SUBGRU 10 said in a release.

SUBGRU 10 said the damages are approximately $1 million to repair and that the investigation is pending final review.

Adams is the first CO fired in 2016.

In a statement to Navy Times, the 30-year Navy veteran took responsibility for the accident.

"The actions that hazarded GEORGIA upon a scheduled return to port in the dark on the morning of 25 Nov. were mine alone," Adams
said in an email. "I ask that my lapses not be used to denigrate the terrific service of the Sailors and families of GEORGIA BLUE. After
thirty years of serving in the world's finest Navy, my only regret is that I will miss sailing with them again to stand against our nation's
enemies."

Adams enlisted in the Navy in 1985 and was commissioned in 1991, according to his official bio. He previously served on the ballistic
missile submarine Tennessee and the attack submarines Santa Fe and Honolulu. He commanded the Joint Provincial Reconstruction
Team Khost, Afghanistan, in 2007 and 2008. He went on to command Santa Fe from 2010 to 2012, earning the Battle "E."

He also served as the chief of naval operations' speechwriter and as an aide to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs.
Adams was reassigned to SUBGRU 10. ^
 
Top Navy SEAL's life advice: 'Make your bed'
By David Larter |Navy Times | (old but valid)
Adm. Bill McRaven is a bad-ass � and fount of good advice.

Head of the Joint U.S. Special Operations Command, he is a 36-year SEAL who has been at the tip of the spear in the war on terror
since 2001. He has commanded a squadron in the fabled Naval Special Warfare Development Group, better known as SEAL Team
Six, and he oversaw planning and execution of the raid that killed Osama bin Laden.

He is also the most mysterious and guarded Navy four-star.
While Admirals Greenert, Gortney, Locklear and company
frequently appear in the media and before Congress, McRaven
shies away from the spotlight. In fact, outside the special
operations community, he rose all the way to four-star without
attracting much notice until Operation Neptune Spear.

But students at the University of Texas at Austin got a rare treat
last weekend when McRaven delivered their commencement
speech. McRaven, a 1977 UT grad, riffed on the school�s
motto (�What starts here changes the world.�) to deliver the
10 lessons he learned during his SEAL training. Among them: If
you want to change the world, start off by making your bed.

�If you make your bed every morning you will have
accomplished the first task of the day. It will give you a small
sense of pride and it will encourage you to do another task and

another and another.�
He closes the speech with the classic SEAL metaphor for failure: ringing the bell. �Don�t ever, ever ring the bell,� he says.

Take some time to watch below, or read the text here. (View/listen to speech) ^
 
Disarming the Navy Through Bureaucratic Bloat 
John Lehman, Wall Street Journal, Dec 30

The U.S. Navy, with 280 ships, is now far too small to effectively protect this country�s vital interests in the Pacific, Atlantic,
Mediterranean, Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea. Yet on Dec. 14 Defense Secretary Ash Carter ordered the Navy to cut additional ships
it was planning to build and instead to buy more missiles and airplanes.
The shortage of missiles, torpedoes and spare parts that concerns Mr. Carter is real. But by not rebuilding the fleet, the Obama
administration is repeating the blunders of the 1970s�sending sailors and their too few ships on much longer deployments, now
trending toward eight and 10 months instead of six. In response, the most experienced sailors and their families, as in the �70s, are
starting to leave the Navy, worsening the other corrosive result of longer deployments: ships and airplanes that break down from a
lack of skilled maintenance. The Persian Gulf was recently left without a carrier for two months.

Is the solution to the problem simply a significant increase in the defense budget? No. The source of the problem is not primarily the
amount of money, but how that money is spent, or misspent, by the military bureaucracy.
The U.S. currently spends $598 billion on defense, slightly more in inflation-adjusted dollars than in the Reagan administration in
1987, when its defense budget peaked. Reagan-era spending produced a fleet of 594 ships, 15 carriers, 35 Air Force fighter wings,
220 strategic bombers and 20 Army divisions, all with full stocks of missiles and weapons, along with adequate maintenance.
Today�s spending has produced a force from a third to half the size, with depleted weapons and low readiness.

The administration�s feeble answer is that our weapons are better, so we need fewer of them. That�s not true in many major
categories. For example, the Navy�s primary strike aircraft, the F-18E, is slower, less maneuverable, has a shorter range and carries
less payload than the F-14D it replaced. The littoral combat ship (LCS) is faster but has far less capability than the Perry class frigates
it is supposed to replace. The LCS has its uses but has too short a range to deploy with battle groups, which renders the fleet
increasingly vulnerable to enemy submarines.

There are two principal reasons for this unilateral disarmament by runaway costs. First is the explosive growth of bureaucracy. The
Defense Business Board puts the number of civilian defense employees at 970,000, up several hundred thousand from the Reagan
years. The board notes that roughly half of all uniformed personnel serve on staffs that spend most of their time going to meetings and
responding to tasks from the hundreds of offices that have grown like mold throughout the vast Defense Department, the 17
independent Defense agencies, the nine Unified Combatant Commands, and the 250 joint task forces. This bloat has completely
reversed the historic tooth-to-tail reforms that Sens. Sam Nunn and John Warner achieved in the 1980s.

With so many layers and offices needed to concur on every decision, it now takes an average of 22� years from the start of a
weapons program to first deployment, instead of the four years it took to deploy the Minuteman ICBM and Polaris submarine missile
system in the Cold War era. Yet the U.S. intelligence community estimates that it takes only seven years for Chinese and Russian
procurement systems to produce the advanced ships and fighters of the so-called fifth generation.

The procurement process is the second reason defense spending is so inefficient. In the 1980s, when a program was ready for full
production, two qualified defense contractors generally competed annually for fixed-price contracts to build surface ships, submarines,
fighters, fighter engines and virtually all tactical missiles. Today�s procurement consists of beauty contests to see who gets a 30- to
50-year competition-free monopoly.

Worse, today�s �customer� is multi-service and multi-bureaucratic, meaning endless delays and numberless design changes.
Such a system can only be accommodated by paying contractors a profit as a percentage of their costs. These cost-plus contracts
provide every incentive for spending to grow.

The five Nimitz-class nuclear carriers built in the Reagan administration cost an average of $3.5 billion each, or $7 billion in today�s
dollars. The new Ford-class carriers, built on the Nimitz hull with added technology, are expected to cost $14 billion, but they will carry
the same number of airplanes.

The good news is that some now understand the mortal threat this bureaucratic mess represents. John McCain, the chairman of the
Senate Armed Services Committee, and Mac Thornberry, his House counterpart, passed, and President Obama signed, the 2016
Defense Authorization Act. The new law mandates many deep changes, including the reduction of the Pentagon bureaucracy by 25%.
Next year Sen. McCain is determined to tackle the hydra-headed procurement system.

Secretary Carter made his reputation as an effective cost-cutter and enabler of common sense in his earlier tour at the Pentagon. With
equally savvy procurement leaders in the Navy, there is a huge opportunity to provide the next president with a Defense Department
that can rapidly provide the tools to protect this nation�s national security. (Lets hope so!/ed)

Mr. Lehman was secretary of the Navy in the Reagan administration and a member of the 9/11 Commission. ^
 
U.S. Navy unveils high-speed rail gun
ASM | 2014

 
 
Baghdad, Arizona: Where Iraqi Pilots Learn to Fight ISIS
By Elliott Woods Dec 2, 2015 | Popular Mechanics
Right now, on a military base in Tucson, American fighter pilots are teaching a group of elite Iraqi Airmen how to fly their country's first F-16s. Their ultimate
target: ISIS
 
Over four days in early September, Iraqi fighter pilots carried out fifteen air strikes against Islamic State targets in Salah ad Din and
Kirkuk provinces, just north of Baghdad. The story didn't get much play. Five short sentences in the Associated Press, with a canned
quote by a Pentagon spokesman and few details. None of the major news networks paid any mind. The Guardian, one of Britain's
leading daily newspapers, presented a marginally fuller picture: The planes were American-made F-16s, among thirty-six ordered by
the Iraqi government back in 2011. The United States had repeatedly delayed delivery of the jets, citing safety issues as the Islamic
State group, or ISIS, became a direct threat to Balad Air Base�the jets' future home. Of course, ISIS was the very reason Iraq now
needed the planes urgently, and eventually the first four arrived in July. Still, The Guardian largely dismissed the delivery of the F-
16s�the first ever in the history of the Iraqi Air Force�saying they would not be "a game changer" in the fight against ISIS.

 
It had been more than a year since ISIS had captured Mosul, Iraq's second-largest city, prompting the intervention of a coalition led by
the U.S. Air strikes had targeted ISIS territories for much of that year. So you could understand how the news media didn't think fifteen
more carried out by four Iraqi planes would change the fight in a fundamental way. But how those pilots came to be flying those
airplanes in the skies over their home country�that was a big change indeed. The men flying the F-16s had recently returned to Iraq
from a base in Tucson, Arizona, another desert more than seventy-five hundred miles from Baghdad, where they had completed more
than three years of training with United States Air Force pilots. They had lived among Americans, eating tacos at Mexican cantinas,
trying to follow the NBA. They had missed their families, their own beds, the mothers' home-cooked meals, their hometowns. These
men, who back in Iraq had learned how to fly in Cessnas and Beechcraft T-6 single-engine prop training planes, now knew how to
control the mighty F-16 Fighting Falcon, a multimillion-dollar, Lockheed Martin�built military combat machine that can reach speeds
of 1,500 miles per hour.

And they weren't the only ones. Back in America there were others. Around twenty. Iraqis just like them, learning to fly F-16s, training
to fight ISIS. Though that number was one less since June, when one of those men had died.

No, in the twenty-four-hour news cycle, four Iraqi Air Force pilots flying some bombing runs in a confusing and far-off war didn't merit a
mention in the crawl along the bottom of your television screen. And yet to the pilots who flew the missions, and to the rest still in
Tucson counting the days before they could return home to do the same, and to their wives and children and mothers and fathers, and
to the family of the man whose F-16 crashed in an eruption of flames in the Arizona desert just days before he was supposed to return
to Iraq to help lead the fight�to them, it was everything.

"We have to be so precise in order to not have collateral damage, not hit civilians. When we get back home, it's our own cities that we
will bomb."

East Valencia Road, a thirteen-mile stretch of strip malls, carnicer�as, industrial parks, and chain hotels, runs alongside Tucson
International Airport. Three years into their training program, the Iraqi pilots have done their best to fit in here. They live in small
apartments near the airport, on the city's south side. Some drive American muscle cars, bought with their pilot salaries. The younger
ones have discovered Congress Street, a downtown district full of craft breweries and tequila bars where University of Arizona
students go on the weekends. They've also discovered Las Vegas.
 
The weather is like home, pretty much�dry and hot most of the year, except for a few weeks of summer thunderstorms that locals call
the monsoon. The reliable climate makes Tucson a great place to fly. Only 3 percent of all sorties are canceled due to dangerous
conditions. Take away the towering saguaros and the Sonoran desert looks a lot like Iraq�especially from the sky. But on the ground
America is so much different. Read All ^
 
Iranian rocket passes within 1,500 yards of US aircraft carrier
Published December 30, 2015 FoxNews.com
 
Iranian rockets passed within 1,500 yards of a U.S. Navy aircraft carrier in the Strait of Hormuz last week, a senior defense official
confirmed Tuesday to Fox News.

Cmdr. Kyle Raines, a U.S. Central Command spokesman, said in a statement to the Associated Press early Wednesday that Iranian
Revolutionary Guard naval vessels fired "several unguided rockets" after giving only 23 minutes' notice over maritime radio that a live-
fire exercise would be carried out. The incident was first reported by NBC News.

Raines described the Iranian fleet's actions as "highly provocative".

"Firing weapons so close to passing coalition ships and commercial traffic within an internationally recognized maritime traffic lane is
unsafe, unprofessional and inconsistent with international maritime law," the spokesman said.

While the United States has complained previously about other Iranian war games and maneuvers there, Saturday's incident comes
after a series of weapons tests and other moves by Tehran following this past summer's nuclear deal.

In the time since, Iran has conducted missile tests criticized by the U.S., as well as aired footage on state television of an underground
missile base. Iran also sank a replica of a U.S. aircraft carrier in February near the strait. It seized a Marshall Islands-flagged cargo
ship and later released it in May after earlier surrounding U.S.-flagged cargo ship transiting the strait.

Iranian media and officials did not immediately discuss the tests Wednesday.

In addition to the Truman, the destroyer USS Bulkeley and French frigate FS Provence were in the area, as was commercial sea
traffic.

A U.S. military official told The Hill newspaper that the Iranian ships approached the Truman and other vessels before announcing it
was setting the live-fire exercise in motion and requesting nearby vessels to keep clear.

Minutes later, the Iranians repeated the warning and the rockets were launched. It was not immediately clear how many projectiles
were fired. The Hill reported the ships departed the area after the launches.

Officials said the rockets traveled in a direction taking them away from the Truman and other shipping traffic in the strait, which
conncts the Persian Gulf to the Arabian Sea and is the route for nearly a third of all oil traded by sea.

The Truman recently arrived in the Persian Gulf to provide a launching point for airstrikes against the ISIS terror group in Iraq and
Syria. It replaces the USS Theodore Roosevelt, which departed the Middle East this past October. The French aircraft carrier Charles
De Gaulle is also in the Gulf to perform similar functions.

The Strait of Hormuz is only about 21 miles wide at its narrowest point between Iran and Oman. Ships traversing the chokepoint have
even less room to maneuver. The shipping lane in either direction is only 2 miles wide, with a 2-mile buffer zone between them.

The U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet is based in nearby Bahrain, on the southern coast of the Gulf. It conducts anti-piracy patrols in the greater
Gulf and serves as a regional counterbalance to Iran.

While the U.S. didn't retaliate to Saturday's rocket test, the Strait of Hormuz has been the scene of a battle between the two countries'
navies. On April 18, 1988, the U.S. attacked two Iranian oil rigs and sunk or damaged six of its vessels, including two naval frigates, in
Operation Praying Mantis. That came after the near-sinking of the missile frigate USS Samuel B. Roberts by an Iranian mine.

A few months later, in July 1988, the USS Vincennes in the strait mistook an Iran Air flight heading to Dubai for an attacking fighter jet,
shooting down the plane and killing all 290 passengers and crew onboard. The shoot-down of the jet came shortly after the U.S.
vessel reported coming under fire from Iranian speedboats. (Sort of like set up for Viet Nam War?/ed) ^
 
Department of Defense Forwards to Congress Proposed Changes to the Uniform Code of Military Justice
Story Number: NNS151228-15Release Date: 12/28/2015 12:50:00 PM
A A A Email this story to a friend Print this story
From Department of Defense Press Operations

WASHINGTON (NNS) -- Today the Department of Defense forwarded to Congress a legislative proposal to reform the Uniform Code of Military
Justice, the statutory framework of the military justice system. The proposal is based on the recommendations of the Military Justice Review
Group, which conducted a detailed analysis of each article of the UCMJ, including the historical background of the UCMJ, current practice, and
comparison to federal civilian law.

In October 2013, former Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel, in response to a request from the senior uniformed leadership, directed the review of
the UCMJ and its implementation in the Manual for Courts-Martial. He also directed the review to consider the recommendations of a separate,
congressionally-established panel that examined the systems used to investigate, prosecute and adjudicate adult sexual assault and related offenses in
the military. Each of the military services detailed military personnel to serve as members of the Military Justice Review Group. Andrew S. Effron,
former chief judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces, serves as director of the MJRG.

"The services assigned a highly talented group of individuals to the MJRG," said Effron. "Their comprehensive recommendations will contribute to
the positive evolution of the military justice system."

The department's proposal is the first comprehensive military justice reform package submitted to Congress by the Department of Defense in more
than 30 years. The proposed legislation includes 37 statutory additions to the UCMJ, and substantive amendments to 68 current provisions of the
UCMJ. Among the major reforms, the proposed legislation would:

* Strengthen the structure of the military justice system by: establishing selection criteria for military judges and mandating tour lengths; authorizing
military judges to handle specified legal issues prior to referral of a case to court-martial; establishing the authority for military magistrates to preside
over specified pre-referral matters; establishing a military judge-alone special court-martial similar to the judge-alone forum in civilian proceedings,
with confinement limited to a maximum of six months and no punitive discharge; requiring issuance of guidance on the disposition of criminal cases
similar to the United States Attorneys Manual, tailored to military needs; and mandating additional training for commanders and convening
authorities focused on the proper exercise of UCMJ authority.

* Enhance fairness and efficiency in pretrial and trial procedures by: facilitating victim input on disposition decisions and providing for public access
to court documents and pleadings; expanding the authority to subpoena documents during criminal investigations; replacing the current variable
panel (military jury) sizes with a standardized number of panel members (military jurors) and a consistent voting percentage in order to convict in
noncapital cases (75 percent); and requiring learned defense counsel in capital trials and appeals.

* Modernize military sentencing by: replacing the current sentencing standard with a system of judicial discretion guided by parameters and criteria;
ensuring each offense receives separate consideration for purposes of sentencing to confinement; and providing for effective implementation of
sentencing reforms by establishing sentencing by military judges in all non-capital trials.

* Streamline the post-trial process by eliminating redundant paperwork and requiring an entry of judgment by the military judge similar to federal
civilian practice to mark the end of a court-martial.

* Reform military appellate practice by: providing service members, like their civilian counterparts, with the opportunity to obtain judicial review in
all cases; transforming the automatic appeal of cases to the service Courts of Criminal Appeals into an appeal of right in which the accused, upon
advice of appellate defense counsel, would determine whether to file an appeal; focusing the appeal on issues raised by the parties and placing the
burden to demonstrate factual insufficiency on the accused; establishing standards to review errors in guilty pleas similar to that in federal criminal
cases; and permitting the government to appeal a sentence under conditions similar to those applied by federal civilian courts of appeals.

* Update the punitive articles by proposing new offenses, including Article 93a (Prohibited activities with military recruits and trainee by person in
position of special trust; Article 121a (Fraudulent use of credit and debit cards); Article 123 (Offense concerning government computers); and
Article 132 (Retaliation); and aligning the definition of "sexual act" in Article 120 with federal civilian criminal law.

The department looks forward to working with Congress as lawmakers consider the recommendations.

The full report of the Military Justice Review Group, the legislative proposal forwarded to Congress, and a section-by-section analysis of the
legislative proposal can be found at www.dod.gov/dodgc/mjrg.html ^
 
AMAZING IMAGES: The sinking and raising of U-Boat 110 �  rare glimpse inside a WWI U-boat
By Sam Tonkin For Mailonline
Published: 04:37 EST, 19 September 2015 | Updated: 07:43 EST, 19 September 2015

These ghostly century-old images show the inside of a German World War One U-Boat which was raised from the depths of the North
Sea after being sunk by a torpedo boat destroyer.

The twin-screw U-boat 110 was readying an attack on a convoy of merchant vessels when her periscope was sighted, only 50 yards
away, and she was forced to the surface by Allied depth charges.

With her forward diving rudders jammed in the up position and fuel tank damaged, the submarine was then rammed twice by the
H.M.S. Garry and hit with several bursts of gunfire.

The relentless attack caused the U-Boat to sink off the north east coast of England, not far from the town of Hartlepool, on July 19,
1918. Thirteen survivors were picked up.

Divers were soon sent down to recover important documents and the U.B. 110, built by Blohm & Voss in Hamburg, was recovered in
September that year.

She was taken to the Wallsend dry docks of Swan Hunter Wigham Richardson Ltd with orders to restore her to working condition as a
fighting unit. However, the Armistice on November 11, 1918 caused work on her to be stopped, and she was later dismantled and sold
as scrap.

But before this took place a series of photographs were taken providing a rare glimpse of the U-Boat's mechanics and giving an
insight into what the cramped atmosphere would have been like for those serving onboard the killing machine.

The twin-screw German submarine U.B. 110 was built by Blohm & Voss, Hamburg.

Information of the loss of a U-boat came from a neutral ship captain. He added detail to the sinking of UB-110 by a convoy escort off
the East Coast on July 19th. The UB-110 was submerged and making an approach to the convey when her periscope was sighted,
only 50 yards away, by a motor launch. Sevaral ships immediately dropped depth charges.

The U-boats forward diving rudders jammed in the up position; her port motor short-circuited; and fuel tank was damaged. When she
came to the surface, exuding oil, the destroyer GARRY rammed her twice and hit her with several bursts of gunfire. With the upper
works torn open, the U-boat rolled over and sank. Thirteen survivors, including F�rbinger, were picked up.  Read all w/lots of
pictures  ^
 
Underwater Drones Could Scupper The Trident Nuclear Programme
David Connett, The Independent, Dec 27

Britain's independent nuclear deterrent could be torpedoed by an increasingly sophisticated breed of underwater drone, a leading
defence expert has warned.

Rapid advances in underwater drone technology � autonomous underwater vehicles that can be controlled by ship- or land-based
operators � threaten to make the controversial Trident nuclear submarines vulnerable, according to Paul Ingram, the chief executive
of the British American Security Information Council (Basic).

Submarines have traditionally been seen as capable of providing stealth and invulnerability to pre-emptive attacks. The current
requirement for Trident replacement subs is for them to operate as near to silently as possible.

However, a revolution in underwater drones, as well as advances in sonar, satellite and other anti-submarine warfare systems, mean
that even totally silent submarines are likely to become detectable. Some sensor technologies can detect large submerged objects by
monitoring small movements of surface water.

Experts warn that as the capabilities of detecting systems improve and their cost falls, large-scale remote and potentially autonomous
sensor deployments become possible. The result is that the world's oceans will become increasingly transparent, seriously calling into
question the UK's heavy reliance upon the Trident submarine programme for its nuclear deterrence.  Read all ^
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